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The next trimester
in Grade 8, Yukari
is very excited
by the fact that
her class will be
working on pottery.
While investigating
the canopic jars
of ancient Egypt
and the art of
contemporary
American

artist, Frances
Whitehead, Yukari
creates her own
investigative
digital portfolio.
She researches

an environmental

issue using
a laptop in the art room; she has chosen to investigate
deforestation and, as she works, she is impressed to find that
whatever each student’s English language skills, everyone in
the class is working seriously, researching busily in their first
language. The teacher teaches the class coil, slab and modeling
techniques, and then slowly but steadily, Yukari builds her
own canopic jar. After the jar has been fired and glazed, she
carefully places an image inside before sealing the top closed
with a lid. What has she put in her jar? It is the forests that
she hopes to protect for future generations.
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By the end of Grade 8 Yukari has learnt about herself, her
classmates, her community and her environment, as well as
the many artists from around the world she has met along the
way. Not only having developed her painting and composition
skills, she has also become proud of her ability to mix color
with care and precision. More than anything, though, she
knows that her artwork is meaningful; she incorporates
concept into her art and she’s ready to take on the challenge
next year of joining Art elective classes, studying alongside
artists from other grades, up to Grade 12. She may find herself
to be one of the youngest in the elective class next term, but

she’s ready.
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SIS Visual Arts courses are compulsory in Grades 7 and 8. Mixed
age trimester length elective courses for Grades 9 — 12 include:
Photography, Mixed Media, Sculpture, Drawing, Printmaking,
Personal Programmes, Painting, Ceramics, Fibre, Advertising and
Living Spaces.
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Leanne Stephen

Art teacher
TEEREZFE (SIS)/ K175 —F>3F)LRT—IL (OIS)

Leanne Stephen has worked at Senri International School
for twelve years. She has an undergraduate degree from New
South Wales University, College of Fine Arts and a Master’
s Degree in Curriculum and Teaching from Michigan State
University, USA. Leanne has taught Visual Arts in a variety
. of contexts including a boarding school and a bi-lingual

- Greek School. In her classes, Leanne enjoys integrating the
history, criticism and making of art, and providing authentic
opportunities for the students to create art that has meaning.

Leanne enjoys traveling, walking her dogs and camping.
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