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Authentic Opportunities : Visual Arts Classes at SIS
(BTN 28E : EZ a7V — L ORELD)

SIS & OIS Art teacher / Leanne Stephen

Yukari has lived in New York for six years. She has arrived
back in Japan at the end of Grade 6, and is ready to start
Grade 7 at SIS. She feels a little nervous on her first day in
Art class when she meets her new teacher, from Australia, and
her new classmates from Japan, New Zealand, Korea, China,
Sweden and North America.
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Some of the students, like Yukari, have lived overseas for
several years. Others have always lived in Japan. She meets
Sarah, a Canadian OIS student who has lived all her life in
Toyonaka and they sit together at the same table with Koji,
an SIS student who is studying in English for the first time
ever, and Nan Jun, a Korean-American who attended OIS
elementary school but who has now entered SIS.
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Yukari and her classmates are excited to get their new
visual workbooks. This year they are going to study Hokusai,
Breughel and finally African-American storytelling in the
quilt-making of Faith Ringold. Ringold’s colorful quilts
capture a wide variety of people who have influenced her life;
Yukari’s major artwork this term is to compose a painting of
her own influences in art class. She includes artists that she
has already studied this term in the painting alongside her
new classmates who she has come to know well: Can you find
Hokusai and Faith Ringold sketching together with Yukari and
her friends?
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In Grade 8 Yukari’s Art class studies the work of the artist,

Marc Chagall. This trimester the students compose an image
of the important relationships in their lives. One of Yukari’
s classmates, Lisa, portrays herself with the Japanese and
American flags. As well as the musical instrument that she
loves to play; you can also clearly see her favorite sport. She
plays soccer for the school team and would never miss a

practice.
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